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THE  BACKDROP

The reality students walk in with
Even as attention shifts elsewhere, bullying at school is rising—and it's rising in the places

adults can't see.

PERS I STENT  SADNESS

4 in 10

high schoolers report persistent

feelings of sadness.

BULL I ED  AT  SCHOOL

1 in 5

are bullied at school—up from

15% in 2021.

SU IC IDE  ATTEMPTS

~1 in 10

have attempted suicide.

Source: CDC Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2023.

PO INT  0 1  ·  WHERE  STUDENTS  GO

The hallway is the least-supervised stretch of the day

Where do bullied students say it happens? The hallway is

nearly tied with the classroom—where an adult is almost

always present.

Classroom (adult present) 39%

Hallway or stairwell 37%

Cafeteria 27%

Outside on school grounds 21%

Bathroom or locker room 10%

0% 25% 50%

Percent of bullied students naming each location. Students can name more than

one, so totals exceed 100%.

If students do this with an adult nearby—imagine the hallway, where

there often isn't one.

AVO IDANCE

1 in 8
students missed school in the past month

because they didn't feel safe.

+44% in two years (9% → 13%)

WEAPONS

9%
were threatened or injured with a weapon

at school—up from 7% in 2021.

Sources: NCES School Crime Supplement, 2021–22 · CDC Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2023.

PO INT  0 2  ·  THE  BATHROOM  B L IND  SPOT

The one place you can't put a camera

2×

Students who vape are twice as likely to report

moderate-to-severe symptoms of depression

and anxiety—42% vs 21%. The bathroom is

where addiction and anxiety hide.

PO INT  0 3  ·  I T 'S  WHO  THEY 'RE  WITH

Location is only half the story

The most consequential moments involve two students, unsupervised. Serious incidents rarely start

with one event—they build through repeated interactions a paper pass can't see.

1 in 12
were in a physical fight on school

property in the past year.

1 in 12
teens who dated experienced

physical dating violence.

~19K
sexual-violence incidents reported

in public schools in the 2021–22

school year.

70%

THE  COST  OF  B L IND  SPOTS

Sexual misconduct drove 70% of K–12's largest liability losses in 2025—more

than every other cause combined. Those cases don't begin in a courtroom.

They begin in moments where warning signs are missed, visibility is limited,

and intervention comes too late. And behind every loss is a student who

was harmed.

Source: United Educators Large Loss Report.

Sources: CDC Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2023 · U.S. Dept. of Education Civil Rights Data Collection, 2021–22 · United Educators Large Loss Report.

YOU  CAN ' T  ADDR E S S  WHAT  YOU  CAN ' T  S E E

Taking back the hallway
Digital hall passes are becoming standard in school safety and behavior

management. The data below explains why: prevention depends on visibility into

the unsupervised stretches of the day.

Sources: FDA/CDC National Youth Tobacco Survey, 2025; VanFrank et al., Preventing Chronic Disease (CDC), 2025 — NYTS 2024.

TH E  TAK EAWAY  ·  F ROM  PA S S E S  TO  PAT T E RN S

Movement data isn't logistics.
It's safety data.

A paper pass tells you one thing

That a student left class. It can't tell you who they met, how

long they stayed, or whether they've been leaving together

every Tuesday for a month.

Hall Pass reads the pattern

The student using bathroom trips to avoid one class.

The pair whose meetups land right before every conflict.

The quiet student whose movement suddenly shifts.

Schools already have movement data. Hall Pass is

what turns it into safety data.

Scan to book a demo.



Figures compiled from national K–12 safety and youth health research · Building safer tomorrows.


